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WASAM53 
What’s New and How to Use The ASAM Criteria, Third Edition 
 
Workshop Description 
Clinicians involved in planning and managing care often lack a common language and 
systematic assessment and treatment approach that allows for effective, individualized 
treatment plans. The Patient Placement Criteria of the American Society of Addiction 
Medicine (ASAM), first published in 1991, provided common language to help the field 
develop a broader continuum of care. The second edition (PPC-2) was published in 
1996, a revised second edition (ASAM PPC-2R) was published April 2001 and a third 
edition, The ASAM Criteria, in October 2013. 
 
This one-day workshop is designed to explain the underlying principles of the ASAM 
criteria, update participants on new developments in the latest edition, and apply the 
ASAM criteria in individualized treatment and care management.  
 
Specific hands-on exercises will help participants begin to implement the ASAM criteria 
through careful assessment, tailored treatment planning and broadening services to 
provide a more flexible continuum of care. 
 
Learning Objectives 
1. Review the underlying concepts and principles of The ASAM Criteria, Third Edition.  
2. Discuss changes made and why in the third edition of the ASAM criteria.  
3. Apply the ASAM criteria in clinical work to broaden services and better meet the 
needs of clients, including clients with co-occurring disorders. 
 
Workshop Agenda 
8:30 AM Registration 
9:00 AM A. Review of Underlying Concepts of The ASAM Criteria 

a. Generations of care 
i. Individualized treatment based on 

multidimensional assessment  
ii. Flexible continuum of care  
iii. Paradigm shift and brief history of ASAM 

criteria 
iv. Principles guiding the new edition of the 

ASAM criteria 
B. The ASAM Criteria, Third Edition 

a. Overview of ASAM assessment dimensions and 
levels of care 
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b. Specifics of each ASAM criteria assessment 
dimension 

c. Assessing needs and strengths, and determining 
services to match  

d. Changes in the new edition 
10:30 AM Break 
10:45 AM C. How to Organize Assessment Data 

a. Multidimensional assessment, severity and level of 
function profiles 

b. Targeting and focusing treatment and placement 
D. How and When to Use the Criteria 

a. The continued service and discharge/transfer 
criteria 

b. Treatment planning and communication with 
providers: problem identification, individualized 
treatment plans 

12:00 PM Lunch 
1:00 PM E. Readiness to Change – Dimension 4 

a. Assessment of Dimension 4 
b. Engaging the patient as a participant in treatment 
c. Relapse/Continued Use/Continued Problem 

Potential – Dimension 5 
d. Dealing with relapse clients with multiple treatments 
e. Contrasting Dimensions 4 and 5 in understanding 

multiple treatments 
2:35 PM Break 
2:45 PM F. Improving Services to Implement The ASAM Criteria 

a. Developing service tracks for stages of change 
b. “Unbundling” and implications for more flexible 

services and funding 
c. Ongoing assessment and continuous improvement 

of treatment plans 
4:00 PM Adjourn 
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WASAM63 
Skill-building and Advanced Application of The ASAM Criteria, Third 
Edition, Including Criteria for Co-occurring Mental and Substance-
related Disorders 
 
Workshop Description 
Many clinicians already have some understanding of the ASAM criteria. They strive to 
implement the concepts of continuum of care, levels of care and clinically driven, 
individualized treatment. Yet they still struggle with how to use complex placement 
criteria. There is a continuing need for clinicians to improve skills to: 

• carefully assess clients in a multidimensional way 
• document a more targeted, focused, individualized treatment plan  
• effectively state their case with supervisors, managed care and utilization review 

 
This workshop is designed to build skills in assessment, documentation and the 
implementation of a continuum of care using The ASAM Criteria, Third Edition. There 
will be explanation of the criteria and guidelines for co-occurring mental and substance-
related disorders, plus the application of the criteria to special populations, especially 
those in criminal justice settings. In addition, specific hands-on exercises will be utilized 
to help clinicians practice implementation of the ASAM criteria.  
 
Learning Objectives 
1. Review how to organize assessment data to make proper placement decisions. 
2. Apply client case material to practice individualization of problems and treatment 
plans. 
3. Discuss how to improve the range of treatment services and develop service tracks 
using the assessment dimensions of the ASAM criteria. Emphasis will be placed on 
those clients in early stages of readiness to change, and on clients with co-occurring 
disorders. 
 
Workshop Agenda 
8:30 AM Registration 
9:00 AM A. Needs Assessment 

a. Common misconceptions about The ASAM Criteria 
b. Current difficulties and needs 

B. The Six Assessment Dimensions and Implications 
a. Imminent risk and ongoing assessment 
b. Severity inter-rater reliability 
c. Common language and process for biopsychosocial 

data 
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10:30 AM Break 
10:45 AM C. Skill-building in Assessment, Treatment Planning and 

Placement 
a. Treatment planning and documentation skills – 

problem identification; individualized treatment 
plans 

b. Implications for intake and managed care processes 
12:00 PM Lunch 
1:00 PM D. Co-occurring Disorders Criteria and Guidelines 

a. Applying the criteria and concepts in various 
settings 

b. Readiness to change and implications for group 
treatment 

c. Application to clients in the criminal justice system 
2:30 PM Break 
2:45 PM E. Improving the Range and Use of Treatment Services 

a. How to broaden services yet stay efficient 
b. Managed care implications and case consultation 
c. Implications for documentation forms 

4:00 PM Adjourn 
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WASAM32 
Understanding and Using the Co-occurring Disorders Criteria of The 
ASAM Criteria, Third Edition 
 
Workshop Description 
Clinicians involved in planning and managing care often lack common language and 
guidelines that allow for effective, individualized treatment for those with co-occurring 
psychiatric and substance use problems. The ASAM Criteria, published October 2013, 
includes such criteria and common language.  
 
This workshop is designed to explain the co-occurring diagnosis criteria and service 
guidelines of The ASAM Criteria. It will help participants assess for co-occurring 
disorders and decide to what extent a client needs integrated co-occurring disorders 
treatment or not. 
 
Using the structure of the co-occurring service descriptions, participants will explore 
ways to improve and expand services to better meet the needs of people with co-
occurring mental and substance-related disorders. 
 
Learning Objectives 
1. Review the approach to co-occurring disorders criteria and service descriptions in the 
ASAM criteria.  
2. Identify the changes made in the criteria to better address those with co-occurring 
mental and substance-related disorders. 
3. Apply co-occurring disorders criteria and service types in The ASAM Criteria to better 
meet the needs of clients with co-occurring disorders. 
 
Workshop Agenda 
8:30 AM Registration 
9:00 AM A. Why Co-occurring Disorders and The ASAM Criteria 

Approach? 
a. Historical context of The ASAM Criteria – 

Dimension 3 
b. Terminology used 
c. Adult versus adolescent criteria differences – 

Dimension 3 subdomains 
B. COD (Program Descriptions – COC, COE, Complexity 

Capable 
a. Co-occurring capable (COC) services 
b. Co-occurring enhanced (COE) services 
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c. Complexity capable services 
 

10:30 AM Break 
10:45 AM 

C. Co-occurring Disorder Assessment 
a. Addiction – the great mimicker of mental health 
b. Take a good history 
c. Examining timelines 
d. Drug-free diagnostic strategies 

D. How and When to Use the Co-occurring Disorders 
Criteria 

a. Admission, continued service and 
discharge/transfer 

b. Specifications to match clients to level of care 
12:00 PM Lunch 
1:00 PM E. Improving Co-occurring Disorders Services 

a. Self-assessment of COC or COE 
b. Expanding the menu of groups for co-occurring 

disorders treatment 
F. Case Consultation 

2:30 PM Break 
2:45 PM G. Skill-building for Co-occurring Disorders Assessment 

and Treatment 
a. Case vignettes and determining COC or COE 
b. Staff issues, training and skill-building 

4:00 PM Adjourn 
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KASAM79 
How The ASAM Criteria Helps Integrate Services for Co-occurring 
Disorders and Promotes Recovery 
 
Presentation Overview 
The American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) published The ASAM Criteria, 
Third Edition, in October 2013. The text includes descriptions of service and criteria for 
individuals with co-occurring mental and substance-related disorders.  
 
This presentation is designed to inform participants about the criteria and to help them 
understand how the concepts and constructs can improve integration of co-occurring 
disorders services and promote recovery. 
 
Learning Objectives 

1. Review the underlying concepts of the ASAM criteria with specific reference to 
co-occurring disorders criteria.  

2. Discuss integrated services, recovery and the criteria’s approach to co-occurring 
disorders. 

3. Identify ways that the ASAM criteria can improve integration of services to better 
meet the needs of clients working on recovery. 


